Application No. 10/631,973 
Filed: August 1,2003 

Amendment and Response to Final Office Action 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method comprising: 

. storing, by a payment service provider processor in a database, for each of a plurality of 
payment processing debit options and credit options, a respective value for each of a plurality of 
payment processing factors, wherein the plurality of payment processing factors include at least 
two of (i) a cost of processing factor, (ii) a risk of processing factor, and (iii) a speed of 
processing factor: 

receivin g, by the payment service provider processor, a payment request to pay a payee 
on behalf of a payor; 

determining, by the payment service provider processor based upon the payment request, 
a subset of the plurality of payment processing debit options and credit options applicable to 
processing the payment request; 

det e rmining an order of preferences, wh e rein the preferences includ e at least two of 
a cost of processing prefer e nc e , a risk of proc e ssing pr e f e renc e , or a speed of proc e ssing 
pr e ference; 

e valuating a plurality of debit/credit combinations based at least in part on a first 
prefer e nce in the ord e r of preferences to determine a best debit/credit combination, wherein each 
of the plurality of debit/credit combinations is capable of effecting payment; 

selecting, bv the payment service provider processor, one of the plurality of payment 
processing factors based on a preference: 

determining, bv the payment sen/ice provider processor, an optimal combination of one 
debit option and one credit option from the subset of the plurality of payment processing debit 
options and credit options, wherein the determination is based on evaluating a function applied to 
each of a plurality of combinations of an applicable debit option and an applicable credit option, 
wherein the function processes the values for the selected one of the plurality of payment 
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processing factors for the applicable debit option and the applicable credit option for each 
combination of the plurality of combinations ; and 

effecting directing payment in accordance with the optimal best debit/credit combination 
of the one debit option and the one credit option . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the preference order of prefer e nces 
is associated with determined bas e d upon at least one of i) the id e ntity of the payor, ef ii) the 
identity of a consumer service provider with which the payor is associated , or iii) the payment 
service provider . 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

prior to selecting one of the plurality of payment processing factors based on a 
preference, determining the preference from a plurality of applicable preferences. K wherein 
each of th e pr e fer e nc e s is associated with a priority, and furth e r comprising: 

identifying one of th e pr e f e r e nc es having a highest of th e a s sociat e d priorities; 

wherein the finrt pr e f e renc e in the ord e r of preferenc e s iis the id e ntified pr e ferenc e having 
th e highest as s ociated priority . 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim K wherein the function comprises a sum of 
the values of the selected one of the plurality of payment processing factors for the applicable 
debit option and the applicable credit option for each combination of the plurality of 
combinations producing a total value for each combination, and wherein determining the optimal 
combination comprises selecting one of the plurality of combinations based on the total value for 
each combinatio n 3. wherein the payment r e qu e st is received by a paym e nt s e rvice provider, and 
furth e r comprising: 
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determining if a oonsumor service provider associated with the payor has determined a 
the associated priority of the prefer e nces; 

wh e rein, if it is d e t e rmined that th e consumer service provider has determined the 
associated priority of each of the pr e f e r e nces, the one identified preference is the preference 
having the highest priority as det e rmined by the consumer service provider; and 

wh e r e in, if it is d e t e rmin e d that th e consumer s e rvice provider ha s not d e t e rmined the 
associated priority of each of the preferenc e s, th e one identified pr e ference is the pref e r e nce 
having the high e st priority as determined by the payment scrvico provid e r . 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the function is a first function, the 
optimal combination is a first optimal combination, the one debit option is a first debit option, 
the one credit option is a first credit option, and wherein determining the optimal combination 
further comprises: 

identifying a second optimal combination comprising a second debit option and a second 
credit option, wherein the total value of the first optimal combination equals the total value of the 
second optimal combination; and 

selecting the first combination based on evaluating a second function using the values of 
another of the plurality of payment processing factors for each of the first combination 
comprising the first debit option and the first credit option and the second combination 
comprising the second debit option and the second credit option pr e f e r e nces include the speed of 
processing preference, the cost of processing preference, and the risk of proc e ssing preference, 
and further comprising: 

determining if the payor has determined the associat e d priority of th e speed of processing 
pr e f e r e nc e and the associated priority of cost of proces s ing pref e r e nc e ; 

wherein, if it is d e termined that th e consumer service provider has determined the 
associated priority of each proc e ssing pr e ference and that the payor has determin e d the 
associated priority of the speed of processing preference and the cost of processing pr e ference, 
th e on e identified pr e ference is the preferenc e having the high e st associat e d priority as 
determined by at l e ast one of th e consumer service provider and the payor; and 
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wherein, if it is determined that tho consumer service provider has not determined tho 
associated priority of e ach prefer e nc e and that th e payor has determined the associated priority of 
the sp ee d of proc e ssing pr e f e rence and the cost of proc e ssing pr e f e rence, the one - identified 
pref e r e nc e is th e pref e rence having th e highest associat e d priority as determin e d by at least on e 
of th e payment service provid e r and the payor . 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1. wherein the one debit option is one of i) a 
draft drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or iO an electronic debiting of the 
deposit account associated with the payo r further comprising: 

s e lecting a form of payment based upon the best debit/cr e dit combination, wh e r e in th e 
paym e nt is e ff e cted in the selected form . 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 ++, wherein the one credit option s elect e d 
form of payment is one of i) a draft drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, ii) a 
check drawn on a deposit account associated with the payment service provider, other than tho 
payor d e posit account, and iii) an electronic funds transfer drawn on-a the deposit account 
associated with the payor other than the payor d e posit accoun t or iv) an electronic funds transfer 
drawn on the deposit account associated with the payment service provider . 

13. (Currently amended) A system comprising: 

a communications interface configured to receive a payment request to pay a payee on 
behalf of a payor; and 

a processor configured to: 
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store, in a database, for each of a plurality of payment processing debit options 
and credit options, a respective value for each of a plurality of payment processing 
factors, wherein the plurality of payment processing factors include at least two of (i) a 
cost of processing factor, (ii) a risk of processing factor, and (iii) a speed of processing 
factor, 

determine, by the payment service provider processor based upon the payment 
request, a subset of the plurality of payment processing debit options and credit options 
a pplicable to processing the payment request 

select one of the plurality of payment processing factors based on a preference, 
determine, by the payment service provider processor, an optimal combination of 
one debit option and one credit option from the subset of the plurality of payment 
processing debit options and credit options, wherein the determination is based on 
evaluating a function applied to each of a plurality of combinations of an applicable debit 
option and an applicable credit option, wherein the function processes the values for the 
selected one of the plurality of payment processing factors for the applicable debit option 
and the applicable credit option for each combination of the plurality of combinations, 
and 

direct payment in accordance with the optimal combination of the one debit 
option and the one credit option 

i) det e rmine an order of preferenc e s, wherein th e pr e fer e nces include at least two of a 
cost of proc e ssing preference, a risk of processing pr e f e r e nce, or a speed of processing 
preference, ii) evaluating a plurality of debit/credit combinations based at least in part on a first 
pr e f e r e nce in th e order of pref e rences to determine a best debit/cr e dit combination, wherein e ach 
of th e plurality of debit credit combinations is capabl e of e ff e cting paym e nt, and iii) to caus e 
payment to bo effect e d in accordance with the b e st debit - credit combination . 

14. (Currently amended) The system of claim 13, wherein the preference is associated with 
at least one of 0 the payor, ii) a consumer service provider with which the payor is associated, or 
iii) the payment service provide r th e plurality of debit/credit combinations to be evaluated arc 
selected based upon at least one of i) the identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payee, iii) an 
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amount of tho payment, iv) tho id e ntity of a consumer service provider with which the payor is 
associated, and v) information a ss ociat e d with on e or mor e prior paym e nts to the paye e paid on 
b e half of the payor . 

15. (Currently amended) The system of claim 13. wherein the processor is further configured 
to. prior to selecting one of the plurality of payment processing factors based on a preference, 
determine the preference from a plurality of applicable preferences wh e r e in: 

each of the preferences is associated with a priority; 

tho processor is furth e r configur e d to i) id e ntify on e of the pr e f e r e nc e s having a high e st 
of th e associat e d prioriti e s, wh e rein the first preference in the order of preferenc e s is th e 
identified preference having th e highest associat e d priority . 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently amended) The system of claim 15, wherein the function comprises a sum of 
the values of the selected one of the plurality of payment processing factors for the applicable 
debit option and the applicable credit option for each combination of the plurality of 
combinations producing a total value for each combination, and wherein determining the optimal 
combination comprises selecting one of the plurality of combinations based on the total value for 
each combinatio n ; the payment request is received by a payment service provider: 

th e processor is further configur e d to determine if a consumer service provid e r associat e d 
with th e payor has determined th e associat e d priority of the preferences; 

if it is determin e d that the consumer service provider has d e t e rmined the associated 
priority of e ach of the preferences, the on e id e ntifi e d pr e fer e nce is the pr e f e r e nc e having the 
highest priority as d e termined by the consumer service provider; and 

if it is det e rmined that the consumer service provider has not determined a priority of 
each of th e preferenc e s, th e one identified preference is the preferenc e having th e high e st priority 
as determined by tho payment service provider . 
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19. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 8, wherein function is a first function, the 
optimal combination is a first optimal combination, the one debit option is a first debit option, 
the one credit option is a first credit option, and wherein t he processor is further configured to; . 

identify a second optimal combination comprising a second debit option and a 
second credit option, wherein the total value of the first optimal combination equals the 
total value of the second optimal combination, and 

select the first combination based on evaluating a second function using the 
values of another of the plurality of payment processing factors for each of the first 
combination comprising the first debit option and the first credit option and the second 
combination comprising the second debit option and the second credit options 
det e rmin e if th e payor has determin e d th e associat e d priority of the spood of processing 
preference and the cost of processing preference; 

if it is d e termined that th e consum e r s e rvice provider has determined th e associat e d 
priority of each preference and that the payor has determined th e associated priority of th e sp ee d 
of proc e ssing preference and th e oust of proc e ssing preference, th e one id e ntified pr e f e renc e is 
th e preference having the highest associat e d priority as determined by at least one of the 
consumer s e rvic e provid e r and the payor; and 

if it i s d e termined that th e con s um e r service provider has not det e rmined the associated 
priority of e ach preference and that the payor has established th e associated priority of the speed 
of processing pref e rence and the cost of processing preference, the one identified preference is 
the preference having tho highest assooiat e d priority as determined by at least one of the payment 
s e rvic e provider and th e payor . 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently amended) The system of claim 13, wherein the one debit option is one of i) a 
draft drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or in an electronic debiting of the 
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deposit account associated with the pavo r. each of tho plurality of dobit/crodit combinations is 
associated with a rank for oach of the preferences and wh e r e in th e plurality of dobit/cr e d i t 
combinations is a first plurality of debit/credit combinations, wh e r e in tho first plurality of 
d e bit/credit combinations is a subset of a second plurality of debit/credit combinations; and 
if th e first plurality of debit/cr e dit combination is id e ntified as having a highest rank 
associated with the first pr e f e r e nc e , the best debit/cr e dit combination is s e lected based on a 
second preference in tho order of preferences . 

23. (Currently amended) The system of claim 13, whereim 

th e proc e ssor is furth e r configured to i) s e lect a form of payment bas e d upon tho best d e bit/cr e dit 
combination, and ii) cause the paym e nt to bo effect e d in th e s e lected form; and 

th e one credit option s e lect e d form of payment is one of i) a draft drawn on a deposit 
account associated with the payor, ii) a check drawn on a deposit account associated with the 
payment service provide r oth e r than tho payor deposit account and iii) an electronic funds 
transfer drawn on a deposit account associated with the payo r oth e r than th e pavor deposit 
accoun t or iv) an electronic funds transfer drawn on the deposit account associated with the 
payment service provider . 
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